
NAFA® Board of Directors Meeting, June 1 2013, Houston TX - Agenda: 

 

Hearing - DC 2013-001 
 
Officers’ Reports 
 
Chair’s Comments: 

• BOD Meeting and AGM – January 17-18, 2014, Denver CO 

Executive Director’s Comments 

Treasurer’s Report 

Secretary’s Report 

 
Standing Committee Reports 
 
Nominating Committee: 

Election Committee: 

Judges Committee: 

• Jeanne Harem, Bessemer AL – Apprentice to Provisional 

• Matt Goodyear, Pickering ON – Apprentice to Provisional 

• Training program language changes: 

o Paperwork requirements for advancement from <apprentice/provisional> status –
 "Once all assignments have been completed, the <apprentice/provisional> judge will 
forward all appropriate forms and <C.17/C.18> evaluations, including those from 
assignments for which advancement was not recommended, to the NAFA Judges 
Committee for consideration of promotion to <provisional/approved> judge status." 

o Apprentice: “Measure a minimum of 8 dogs at three different tournaments on different 
weekends under the supervision of two different NAFA supervising judges. At a 
minimum, all measurements for the last assignment must be done officially as the 
measuring judge.” 

o Provisional:  “Must be the measuring judge at two tournaments on two different 
weekends and officially measure a minimum of 8 dogs at each tournament.” 
 

• Approved judges from other organizations 

• Novice and apprentice assignments during the same tournament week 



Rules Committee: 

• Standardization of capitalization in rule book 

• Regional points when other team forfeits 

• Updated C.9 form for consideration 

• Revision dates on NAFA forms  

• Tournament entry form  

Marketing Committee: 

• Honor Board 

• Multibreed Titling 

Finance: 

Disciplinary Committee: 

Review Panel: 

• Tango 081069 – 01/19/2013 

• Skippy 130171  – 01/19/2013 

• Rossi 100403 – appeal – 02/16/2013 - upheld 

Special Committee Reports 
 
Technology Committee: 

• Database 

• NAFAscore 

NAFA/Flyball History Committee: 

 
Old Business: 
 
 
New Business: 
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NAFA Rules Committee Recommendations 
June 1, 2013 Board Meeting 

 
 
1. Standardization of capitalization in rule book -- Chris VanWert 

2. Regional points when other team forfeits -- Dave Gillett 

3. Updated C.9 form for consideration -- Karen Oleson 

4. Revision dates on NAFA forms -- Karen Oleson and Kim Davis 

5. Tournament entry form -- Tammy Foss 

1. Standardization of capitalization in rule book -- Chris VanWert 
 
I have been perusing the NAFA Rulebook because I am familiarizing myself with last year's changes so 
that I can keep my club current with NAFA's Rules. We have several new people and their dogs training 
for flyball. Anyway, I noticed that there are several instances where the Multibreed Class is included as 
part of the language of a section but, the "drafters" of that section did not capitalize the words 
"Multibreed Class". 
 
English grammar requires that any proper noun must be capitalized. Whenever the Rulebook includes 
the Multibreed Class, it is being used as a proper noun since the Multibreed Class is the name given by 
NAFA for that class in Corporate Policies and Procedures, Section 6.2 - Classes of Competition (a) NAFA® 
recognizes five classes of competition: Regular, Multibreed, Open, Veteran’s and Non-Regular. 
 
The Rules Committee has periodically scheduled routine "clean up" for the Rulebook as part of it's report 
to the NAFA BoD when it has been made aware of spelling and grammar errors. 
 
The sections that the document search engine has discovered Multibreed Class is not capitalized are as 
follows: 
 

1. page 3; List of Significant Changes or Additions for the 2013 Racing Year; Corporate Policies and 
Procedures; Section 7.5 - Changing Clubs, subsection (c), added the following text in quotes as 
subsection (ii): "When a team in the multibreed class declares performance, the requirement of 
four different breeds set forth in Section 6.2(d) does not apply." Subsequent subsections were 
reordered (iii) through (viii) accordingly. 

2. page 11; RULES OF RACING; CHAPTER 6 - REPORTING FOR RACES; Subsection (e)(iv) less than 
four breeds may be run in multibreed classes; 

3. page 38; Corporate Policies & Procedures; Section 6.2 - Classes of Competition, Subsection (d) In 
the multibreed class, each team running in a heat must consist of..... 

4. page 44; Corporate Policies & Procedures; Section 7.5 – Changing Clubs, Subsection (c)(ii) When 
a team in the multibreed class declares performance... 

5. page 102; Form C.13 NAFA® World Record Report Form Class of competition (circle one): regular 
/ multibreed (note: both regular and multibreed should be capitalized since they are both a 
proper noun on this form.) 
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Those are the only instances that I could find and I only used the document search engine. I trust that the 
Rules Committee can recommend a small clean up item to take care of these minor, though still 
important, details for document accuracy. 
 
In fact, it might be a good idea for the Rules Committee to check the spelling of other named Classes of 
Competition in all places where they occur in the Rulebook document to insure the grammatical rules for 
proper nouns are consistently followed throughout the Rulebook. 
 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration of this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christine VanWert, 
The Wooferines Flyball Club 
NAFA #455, Region 1 
 

Recommendations: The committee recommends that updates be made to the rule book using the 
following definitions for guidance: 

- Common noun (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/common+noun): a noun that 
may occur with limiting modifiers (as a or an, some, every, and my) and that designates any one 
of a class of beings or things. 

- Proper noun (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/proper+noun): a noun that 
designates a particular being or thing, does not take a limiting modifier, and is usually capitalized 
in English. 

Thus, a common noun is used to identify a group of people, places, or things while a proper noun is used 
to name a particular one of the aforementioned items. The following are example statements (not all of 
which are from the rule book) that involve the phrases regional champion and regular/multibreed class 
as both common and proper nouns. 

- Common noun examples: 
o Regular and multibreed classes must meet all of the following criteria to qualify for points 

and/or tie-breaking times to count toward regional championships... 
o At the end of each racing year, NAFA will name regional champions in the regular and 

multibreed classes for each region. 
- Proper noun examples: 

o Last year, no one was named the Multibreed Class Regional Champion for Region 18. 
o In the Multibreed Class, each team running in a heat must consist of dogs of four different 

breeds, or three different breeds and a mixed breed. 
On a related note with regard to the names of NAFA classes of competition, the committee also 

recommends replacing all instances of Veteran's in the rule book with Veterans since the latter signifies 
a class with teams comprised of multiple veterans which is more applicable than the former option (i.e., 
the possessive form of a singular noun). 

Finally, as time permits, the committee recommends the following additional updates: 
- Change those instances in which position titles (e.g., Head Judge, Supervising / Approved / 

Provisional / Apprentice / Novice Judge, Tournament Director, Tournament Secretary, Regional 
Director) are incorrectly capitalized. The recommended guidance for revisions is to capitalize a 
title when it is used with the person's name (e.g., The tournament was officiated by Head Judge 
John Doe) or to address the person directly (e.g., Please explain your call, Head Judge). The title 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/common+noun
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/proper+noun
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is not capitalized when used in a general sense (e.g., The head judge shall stop the heat for 
interference, fouling in the racing ring...). 

- Correct various instances of words that are unnecessarily capitalized (e.g., Club, Team, Region, 
Regional Champion, Class). 

 
[Back to top] 

2. Regional points when other team forfeits -- Dave Gillett 
 
I have been in communication with Lee concerning this matter, and we would like the Rules Committee 
to provide an interpretation. If you need any further information, I will gladly provide it. If my 
interpretation is incorrect, I will need you're help on following the correct process to get the rule 
changed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dave Gillett 
Regional Director 
Region 16 South 
 
------------<Begin excerpt from attachment submitted by Dave Gillett>------------ 
 
Could you offer some insight and clarification to the following scenario under Section 8.3 Regional 
Champions? 
 
<Paraphrased scenario: One of four Division 1 teams specified that issues related to their dogs prevented 
them from competing. Since the racing schedule had already been approved, the other teams within the 
division raced unopposed in the absence of the team that withdrew.> 
 
So based on what I’ve outlined, the following scenario unfolded:  
 
The tournament was held both days running the multibreed division, as the schedule dictated, with the 
competing teams racing a ghost team (So Cal FF), per the following: 
 
CHAPTER 6 - REPORTING FOR RACES 
 
(b) Teams that win by forfeit must complete the minimum required heats scheduled to qualify for points 
awarded in round-robin or to advance in double elimination competition. If another team is not available 
to compete, the team shall race without an opponent. 
 
Now that the tournament has been scored, it was brought to my attention that no regional points were 
awarded, under Section 8.3 (e)(i), because there were not 4 teams competing. 
 
It is my position that this rule should not apply in this case. The other 3 teams went out and raced their 
dogs, in order to accumulate wins, in an effort to achieve 1st place, therefore ‘competing’ against a 
ghost team (So Cal FF). 
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Note: There is an inherent injury risk for all teams racing without an opponent, but it is required by the 
rulebook. 
 
------------<End excerpt from attachment submitted by Dave Gillett>------------ 
 

Recommendations: The committee unanimously agreed that a team must attempt to run at least 
one heat to be counted as a competing team. Consequently, according to section 8.3(e)(i) of the 
Corporate Policies and Procedures, the tournament described in the above situation would not qualify 
for regional points since only three competing teams remained in the class after another team pulled 
from a tournament without attempting to run a heat. If any interested party would like to propose a rule 
change, send the proposed wording for the new rule to rules@flyball.org. 

During the discussion, the committee noted the importance of having the NAFA database track all 
teams that compete regardless of whether they earned any points. At present, some host clubs may be 
submitting tournament results omitting competing teams that did not score any points. The reason may 
be due to either a limitation in the scoring program or due to the mistaken belief that no NAFA 
recording fees are collected for such teams. The committee therefore recommends that all computer 
programs used to electronically score tournaments need to reflect all of the teams that competed 
regardless of whether any points were earned (effective October 1, 2013). Similarly, host clubs that do 
not electronically score their tournaments need to submit the C.2 time sheets for all competing teams 
and include all competing teams in the tally used to calculate the NAFA fees owed on the C.6 
Tournaments Results Form. 
 
[Back to top] 

3. Updated C.9 form for consideration -- Karen Oleson 
 
Due to the recent rewriting and clarification of measuring rules as they relate to recording information, 
I've reviewed the C.9 and feel that a few minor changes will enhance the recording process. 
 
Attached please find 2 samples of C.9 Jump Height forms I am submitting for your consideration.  
 
Event number and printed name of the judge and RD were added to the form, as well as space for 3 
measurements. [...] One form adds a column for Final Height [i.e., truncated height]. 
 

Recommendations: The committee unanimously recommends adopting the revised version of the 
C.9 Jump Heights Form in Appendix A. The proposed form incorporates the additions mentioned above 
including spaces for up to three measurements of the "withers actual height" (i.e., pre-truncated height) 
for each dog. 
 
[Back to top] 
  

mailto:rules@flyball.org
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4. Revision dates on NAFA forms -- Karen Oleson and Kim Davis 
 
The Webmaster and myself are requesting that revision dates appear on all NAFA forms starting with the 
10/01/13 rulebook. 
  
Thanks, 
Karen Oleson 
 

Recommendations: The committee unanimously recommends that the footer area of each form 
include the date the form was first approved for use. For those forms presently in the rule book that 
have not been recently revised, the date 10/1/2013 would appear by default. 
 
[Back to top] 

5. Tournament entry form -- Tammy Foss 
 
Hi Karen, I'd like to humbly propose a new form format to add to the NAFA site for download. 
 
The current tournament entry form is difficult to fill out digitally. Working in tables would be more 
efficient. I took the liberty of reformatting one to show you. If you like it, keep it! If not, that is ok. Just 
thought I'd throw it out there. 
 
Thanks for your time, 
Tammy Foss 
 
<See Appendix B for the proposed form with all personal identifying information removed.> 
 

Recommendations: Since some tournament host clubs only need minimal team entry information, 
the committee recommends adopting a new C.1 Tournament Entry Form that simply asks for 
information essential for most tournaments (see Appendix C). The proposed new version includes forms 
for both unlimited and limited team entries. The committee also suggests that the board consider 
providing an unofficial (i.e., "NAFA Rules and Policies" removed from the header, form number "C.1" 
deleted) word processing version of the new entry form that clubs can use as a customizable template. 
 
[Back to top] 
 



Appendix A 
 

Proposed C.9 Jump Heights Form 
 

(See the following 1 page) 
  



Post during the event and return to NAFA®                                                                                                                                               10/2013 

NAFA® Rules and Policies 
 
C.9  Jump Heights 
  
TOURNAMENT: ____________________________________________________   EVENT# _________________ 

JUDGE (printed):  _____________________________________________________  DATE: __________________ 
       

CLUB DOG’S NAME BREED DOG’S 
CRN 

WITHERS ACTUAL 
HEIGHT 

(Up to 3, circle lowest) 

JUMP 
HGHT 

HGHT 
CARD 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

    ,                   ,   

    ,                   ,   

      ,                   ,   
 

      ,                   ,   
 

 
 
Judge’s Signature __________________________________________  Date _________________________ 
 
Regional Director’s Signature __________________________________  Regional Director (printed) ___________________________                                                                                        



Appendix B 
 

Tournament entry form proposed by Tammy Foss 
 

(See the following 1 page) 
  



NAFA Tournament Entry Form 
 

Tournament #  Tournament Classes  Tournament Fee choose 
Tournament Dates  Regular   
Closing Date  Open   
  N/A   
  N/A   

 
Host Club # and Name   Saturday  
Tournament Director   Sunday  
Contact Street Address  Both  
City, State, Province, Country  
Contact Phone  
Email  

 
Team Name/Number  Seed Time  
Captain  
Address  
City  
State/Province  
Zip/Postal  
Phone  
E-mail  

 
Can you help at the tournament? 

 
Box Judge Yes No Name  
Line Judge Yes No Name  
Teams you run with/captain  

 
Register the team: 

 
1 Handler  Dog’s Name  
 Breed  CRN#  
 Title  Jump Height  
2 Handler  Dog’s Name  
 Breed  CRN#  
 Title  Jump Height  
3 Handler  Dog’s Name  
 Breed  CRN#  
 Title  Jump Height  
4 Handler  Dog’s Name  
 Breed  CRN#  
 Title  Jump Height  
5 Handler  Dog’s Name  
 Breed  CRN#  
 Title  Jump Height  
6 Handler  Dog’s Name  
 Breed  CRN#  
 Title  Jump Height  

 
Please provide/confirm contact person and e-mail address for next year: 

 
E-Mail Address  
Contact Person  

 



Appendix C 
 

Proposed C.1 Tournament Entry Form 
 

(See the following 2 pages) 
 



C.1    Tournament Entry Form 
 
Entry for Club: ____________________________ 
    
Contact Name: ___________________________Phone: ________________   Email: _____________________ 
 
 
Event# _____________        Date: _______________ 
                                                          Seed 
Team                                   Class     Time       Fee 
    

     

    

    

    

    

    

    

                                                 Total Fee: _______ 
 
 
Additional Events below: 
 
Event# _____________        Date: _______________ 
                                                          Seed 
Team                                   Class     Time       Fee 
    

     

    

    

    

    

    

    

                                                 Total Fee: _______ 
 
 
 

Event# _____________        Date: ______________ 
                                                          Seed 
Team                                   Class     Time        Fee 

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

                                                        Total Fee: _____

 
 
Total Fees (all events): ___________ 
 



 
C.1A    Limited Tournament Entry Form 
 
Entry for Club: ____________________________ 
    
Contact Name: ___________________________Phone: ________________   Email: _____________________ 
 
 
Event# ___________        Date: _________ 
                                                            
# of Teams     Class     Fee 
 Reg  

  Multi  

 Vet  

 Open  

 Other  

                 Total Fee: _____ 
 
 
Additional Events below: 
 
Event# ___________        Date: _________ 
 
# of Teams     Class     Fee 
 Reg  

  Multi  

 Vet  

 Open  

 Other  

            Total Fee: _______                                                                                                    
 
 

Event# ___________        Date: __________ 
 
# of Teams     Class     Fee 
 Reg  

 Multi  

  Vet  

 Open  

 Other  

                  Total Fee:_____ 
                                                        

 
Total Fees (all events): ___________ 
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