
Steve Corona 

 

It is my pleasure to nominate Steve Corona for a position on the NAFA Board of 

Directors.  I have known Steve since joining Flyball in 2007 and have seen him 

embrace this sport with great passion.  Steve is often asked to perform public 

Flyball demonstrations - he is a wonderful ambassador for NAFA and enjoys 

sharing his love for the sport. 

 

As a judge, he is fair and impartial and will take the time to answer any questions 

that may come up.    He has a deep understanding of the rules and maintains a 

pleasant environment for the handlers, dogs, and spectators.  He is always striving 

to deepen his involvement within NAFA and was asked to be a non-board 

member of the Judge’s Committee in 2014, which he accepted.  He is also 

involved with Border Collie Rescue Texas and a well-respected small business 

owner in our community. 

 

Even with his duties as Region 5 RD, Judge, competitor, as well as helping out 

other teams, he always has a smile on his face and a can-do attitude. He has 

endless energy and is always moving - if we ever do see Steve sitting down during 

a tournament we ask if he’s not feeling well.   It is my opinion that the NAFA BOD 

would greatly benefit from Steve’s involvement and I wish him the best of luck. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kat Colson 

Alamo Racing Canines 

  



Neil Flood 

 

It is my pleasure to nominate Neil Flood for the NAFA Board of Directors.  This is 

only the second time I have nominated a person for the board in the nearly 35 

years I have run in Flyball.  The Animal Inn team is number 002, the oldest team 

running. 

 

Neil joined the Animal Inn team in 2000 when he moved from Canada to 

Minnesota.  He previously had run with Can Do Agility team from 1997 until he 

moved.  Neil has raced on all our level of teams from those focused on winning 

and running fast, or racing for just points and titles, or just for the sheer fun of it.  

Neil has raced every style of dog from his first dog, Sophie, a cocker mix, to his 

current dog Vimy also a mix breed and a Border Whippet, and a Border Collie.  

This has given him the perspective needed to understand issues through the years 

in flyball that might be presented to the board.    He has traveled with our teams 

all over Canada and the US.  This has given him a wide range of views and 

opinions from many flyball racers at all levels of competition.  Neil is a good 

listener and problem solver.  This is necessary for a position on the Board. 

 

Neil has done all the levels of organizing, hosting and computer work for a 

tournament.  I believe he would be an exceptional addition to the Board of 

Directors.  Neil is supported by all the Animal Inn Teams and many more. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Anderson 

Animal Inn Flyball  

  



Sam Ford 

I would like to do something a bit different and nominate myself for a position on 

the Board of Directors of the North American Flyball Association and I would be 

pleased if you would support my efforts by voting for me, Sam Ford. 

In the past, I have always allowed my name to be placed into the ring and I am 

proud that many different people, representing many different areas of the 

NAFA® world, have spoken up for me.  However, this year I thought it would be 

interesting for you to hear directly from me about what has been accomplished 

during my service to NAFA, and to flyball in general, as wells as my vision for the 

next three years. 

Since the turn of this century flyball has faced many challenges.  Our timing lights 

were older and in need of replacement. We now have the best timing and light 

system in the world at our tournaments. Creation of the Open and Veteran 

classes have allowed more people and dogs to play this sport.  Our model for the 

organization was strictly a team model whereby only teams could run with no 

place for pick up teams.  People are no longer required to idly sit on the sidelines 

and wait out a change of clubs.  They may now play continuously.  

There have been more subtle changes as well.  The business side of NAFA was in 

need of a more efficient model, one organized more like of a business than a 

group of friends playing a dog sport.   Internal changes have allowed more people 

to participate in committees that are regularly contributing to the betterment of 

the business and sport.  Our Judge’s Committee has set out great guides to 

encourage new judges.  The creation of new titles and awards has provided 

recognition and encouragement to our amazing athletes, teams, and players.  

NAFA leads the way with the greatest flyball event in the world, CanAm, which is 

driven by a host of volunteers, many from our own committees.  Each year, the 

footprint of NAFA continues to expand into new areas and new doors have 

opened allowing more tournaments, teams and participants. 

If elected, I will continue to bring to the Board a modern and inclusive approach 

grounded in my own experiences as a business owner.  I believe that consensus is 

better than authoritarianism and that compromise leads a better future for NAFA 

and all of its participants. 



 

Dale Smith 

My name is Dale Smith and I'm running for the NAFA® Board of Directors. I've 

been involved in Flyball since 1989. I enjoy both the competition and the 

friendships that come from Flyball and Flyball tournaments. My family and our 

dogs run with Omaha 4-Play based in Omaha, Nebraska. 

I have served NAFA in a number of capacities in the past, including: 

 Fifteen years on the Board of Directors (1998-2003, 2005-2010, 2012-2014) 
with two breaks due to the 6 year term limit 

 NAFA Treasurer and Vice Chairman 
 Chairman and creator of the NAFA Technology committee 
 Chair or member of Board committees including Rules, By Laws, Marketing, 

Judges, Finance, and Elections 
 EJS shipping coordinator 
 EJS repairs and maintenance 
 Creator of the original NAFA web presence at www.flyball.org for forms, 

documents and information 
 Author and designer of the original NAFA database system. This web-based 

system allows NAFA’s distributed network of workers spread across North 
America to work on a single integrated system. 

 Worked with Farmtek to design our current EJS from their existing Agility 
and Equine timing technology 

I’m currently a member of the Board of Directors and also serve on several 

committees. I maintain the current rulebook and handle a number of other duties 

related to technology including enhancements or issues with our EJS systems. I 

also handle unusual questions that arise from time to time regarding our systems 

or the background behind some of our rules and processes. 

My background in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, as well as my 30 

years with IBM, have served well as NAFA has progressed to employ technology 

to provide more timely information to our officials and competitors. My recent 

work on tournament schedule optimizers and additional tournament paperwork 

tools will help to make hosting a NAFA tournament easier for first-time hosts and 

http://www.flyball.org/


veterans alike. I have also designed and built my own Electronic Judging System to 

better understand the issues involved in this technology. 

In addition to a competitor, I have also participated as a Tournament Director, 

acting Regional Director and NAFA judge. I am currently a supervising judge and 

have been active as a judge since 1991. As a supervising judge I enjoy working 

with new judges as they learn the role and progress to be outstanding officials in 

their own right. Working in the capacity of judge is another great way to enjoy our 

sport and has allowed me to travel to many different areas across the US and 

Canada. While my children seem to be at an age where they are involved in 

“everything”, I look forward to the day when I can again travel more extensively 

as a judge. 

I have enjoyed my past service to NAFA and Flyball. I’ve met a number of 

outstanding people and forged many new friendships across our territory that will 

last a lifetime. We all need to remember that we give of our time and play this 

game for the fun and camaraderie it offers (and our dogs would “strongly object” 

if we quit). It has always impressed me to see the willingness of Flyball people to 

help others when the need arises – be it an injured dog, someone to boxload or 

just some help with a training problem. One of my greatest joys is now watching 

my children get involved in the sport. They’ve progressed from shagging balls, to 

now running dogs, boxloading, line judging and working to train their dogs. 

While serving NAFA in many roles, I have tried to be accessible, to allow 

competitors to have access to the Board and input to NAFA's operation. I believe 

my background in technology and my varied experiences in Flyball and business 

provide a great basis to understand the many diverse issues that face NAFA as it 

continues to grow and evolve. I want to continue to build on the many 

contributions and hours of dedicated service from those who have come before 

me. I would welcome the opportunity to serve you once again over the next three 

years as a member of the NAFA Board of Directors. 


